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LYONS CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Reopening  Plan 
2021-2022  

 
 

As the District continues to monitor COVID-19 data and student needs, the following 
practices and procedures will be implemented effective September 1, 2021.    

 
The Lyons Central School district continues to closely monitor COVID-19 guidelines and metrics to ensure that we 
continue to safely maximize in-person learning opportunities for all of our students. The district maintains that in-
person instruction continues to be the most effective instructional model for many of our students. The district is 

aware of the social, emotional, and academic challenges posed by distance learning and is committed to maintaining 
maximum amounts of in-person learning as can be done safely.  The District has worked collaboratively with the 

Wayne County Department of Health to review guidance from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and from New 
York State Education Department (NYSED) to develop this plan.  The District will continue to collaborate fully with 

these agencies throughout the pandemic and the 2021-2022 school year.  
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Below are basic measures that will be implemented throughout the Lyons Central 
School District at all times.  When the CDC identifies Wayne County as being at a 
higher risk of transmission, layered methods will be implemented to mitigate the 

spread of COVID-19, as detailed later in this plan.  The District will communicate with 
the school community via ParentSquare and the District website when a change in 

transmission rate occurs. Transmission rate data can be found at: 
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view 
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HEALTH & SAFETY:  
• Mask Wearing:  

o In alignment with guidance from the CDC and the American Academy of Pediatrics, the Lyons Central 
School District will mandate universal indoor masking for all teachers, staff, students and visitors to 
school facilities, regardless of vaccination status as detailed in the chart on pages 4 and 5 of this 
document.  At a minimum, individuals that are inside school facilities will be expected to wear masks 
when traveling through classrooms or common areas of the buildings.  When individuals are seated 
and stationary, individuals may remove their masks according to their comfort level.   

o Parents may inform their child’s teacher(s) if they want their student to remain masked at all times 
except while eating.  In these instances, the district will do their best to honor and enforce the parent’s 
request.   

o When Wayne County is designated as being at a higher transmission risk, additional masking 
requirements will be implemented according to the chart at the end of this document.   

o Students or staff who are unable to medically tolerate an appropriate mask must present proof of such 
need in the form of a doctor’s note to the school nurse prior to entering a school facility without an 
acceptable face mask.   

o Acceptable face masks must fully cover the nose and mouth and fit snugly against the face.  The District 
will maintain a supply of appropriately sized face masks for individuals that might need one provided.  

o Face masks must be worn on school buses at all times by all individuals.  
o Face masks will not be required when outdoors. Face masks are recommended for individuals 

attending crowded outdoor events.   
 

• Social Distancing:  
o In order to prioritize in person instruction, the District will work to maintain 3 feet of physical 

distancing when possible.  This will include spacing student desks in classrooms at a distance of 3 feet.  
Any student desks that are closer than 3 feet will be separated with a polycarbonate barrier.   

o Each classroom will maintain a polycarbonate barrier at the front of the classroom to provide an 
additional layer of protection between students and teachers.  Teachers may choose to use the 
polycarbonate barriers according to their comfort level; however, teachers may not remove the 
polycarbonate barriers from their classroom.  

o Students will return to consuming meals in the school cafeteria.  Students seated at cafeteria tables 
will be faced in the same direction to mitigate potential spread of the virus.  Seating charts will be 
maintained in each cafeteria to support any necessary contact tracing efforts.   

o To the greatest extent possible, students in grades UPK-8 will be cohorted to limit potential exposure.  
However, multiple student cohorts will be in the school cafeterias at the same time.  Additionally, some 
students might receive a small group intervention or enrichment with students from another cohort.  
Student exposures to students from other cohorts will need to be closely tracked should there be a 
need for contact tracing.  
 

• Hand Hygiene: 
o Practicing good hand hygiene remains an effective layer of transmission prevention.  To this end, all 

classrooms will continue to be provided with hand sanitizer.  Students should be encouraged to hand 
sanitize upon entering and exiting the classroom or workspace.  
 

• Health Screenings:  
o When the district is in a low or moderate transmission rate, health screenings will not be required.  

Parents are expected to self-screen students at home prior to sending students to school.  Any student 
or staff member showing Covid-like symptoms should not report to work and should be tested 
according to CDC protocols outlined in Appendix A of this document.  
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LAYERED HEALTH & SAFETY PROTECTIONS: 
When Wayne Country is designated as being in a higher rate of transmission, additional layered protections will 
be implemented to mitigate the spread of the COVID-19 virus.  
 

 Low Transmission 
Risk (Blue) 

Moderate 
Transmission Risk 

(Yellow) 

Substantial 
Transmission Risk 

(Orange) 

High Transmission 
Risk (Red) 

Masking • Masks will be 
recommended but 
optional at all 
times when indoor 
school facilities.   

• Masks will not be 
required outdoors.  
 

• Masks will be 
required indoors 
when traveling 
through 
classrooms and 
common areas of 
the buildings. 

• Masks will be 
recommended but 
optional when 
individuals are 
seated and 
stationary in their 
location. 

• Masks will not be 
required outdoors.  
 

• Masks will be 
required at all 
times by all 
individuals, 
regardless of 
vaccination status, 
when indoor 
school facilities.   

• Masks will not be 
required outdoors.   

• Masks will be 
required at all 
times by all 
individuals, 
regardless of 
vaccination status, 
when indoor 
school facilities.   

• Masks will not be 
required outdoors.   

Screening • Parents and staff 
should self-screen 
at home prior to 
reporting to 
school/work.  If an 
individual is 
experiencing 
symptoms, he/she 
should not report 
to school and 
should be 
evaluated by a 
physician.  

• Optional 
screenings will be 
offered to 
unvaccinated staff 
at least once per 
week. 

• Parents and staff 
should self-screen 
at home prior to 
reporting to 
school/work.  If an 
individual is 
experiencing 
symptoms, he/she 
should not report 
to school and 
should be 
evaluated by a 
physician.  

• Optional 
screenings will be 
offered to 
unvaccinated 
students and staff 
at least once per 
week.  

 

• Parents and staff 
should self-screen 
at home prior to 
reporting to 
school/work.  If an 
individual is 
experiencing 
symptoms, he/she 
should not report 
to school and 
should be 
evaluated by a 
physician.   

• Optional 
screenings will be 
offered to 
unvaccinated 
students and staff 
at least once per 
week. 

• All participants in 
high-risk sports 
will be screened 
daily.  
 

• Temperature 
screenings will be 
conducted at all 
school entry doors 
and prior to 
boarding school 
buses.  Any 
individual with a 
temperature above 
100.4 will not be 
permitted to board 
a bus or enter the 
school building. 

• Parents and staff 
should self-screen 
at home prior to 
reporting to 
school/work.  If an 
individual is 
experiencing 
symptoms, he/she 
should not report 
to school and 
should be 
evaluated by a 
physician.   

• Optional 
screenings will be 
offered to 
unvaccinated 
students and staff 
at least once per 
week. 

• All participants in 
high-risk sports 
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will be screened 
daily.  

 
Social 
Distancing 

• Physical distancing 
of 3 feet will be 
maintained by all 
individuals to the 
greatest extent 
possible.  

• Polycarbonate 
barriers will be 
installed in the 
front of each 
classroom.  

• Students will 
consume meals in 
the school 
cafeteria.  

• Physical distancing 
of 3 feet will be 
maintained by all 
individuals to the 
greatest extent 
possible.  

• Polycarbonate 
barriers will be 
installed in the 
front of each 
classroom.  

• Students will 
consume meals in 
the school 
cafeteria.  

• Physical distancing 
of 3 feet will be 
maintained by all 
individuals to the 
greatest extent 
possible.  

• Polycarbonate 
barriers will be 
installed in the 
front of each 
classroom.  

• Students will 
consume meals in 
the school 
cafeteria.  

• Physical distancing 
of 3 feet will be 
maintained by all 
individuals to the 
greatest extent 
possible.  

• Polycarbonate 
barriers will be 
installed in the 
front of each 
classroom.  

• Students may 
consume meals in 
classrooms to limit 
the quantity of 
students in the 
cafeteria at one 
time.  

Additional 
Precautions 

   • Congregate 
gatherings 
(assemblies, 
concerts, etc.) that 
occur indoors will 
be cancelled or 
postponed. Field 
trips may also be 
postponed.   

• If recommended by 
the Department of 
Health, the district 
may adopt a hybrid 
learning model to 
limit the quantity 
of indiviudals in 
the school building 
at one time.  

• High-risk sporting 
or extracurricular 
events may be 
postponed. 
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VACCINATION FOR COVID-19: 

• While the COVID-19 vaccination is available for most individuals ages 12 and up, the Lyons Central School 
District will not require that all eligible students and staff receive the vaccine.  The District recognizes and 
respects that this is a personal choice for each individual and family.  The district will not require submission 
of proof of vaccine.  However, for those individuals that voluntarily submit proof of full vaccination to their 
direct supervisor or building nurse, quarantine may not be mandated following an exposure as detailed below.   

• For those individuals that do voluntarily submit proof of full vaccination, this information shall be maintained 
in a confidential manner in compliance with FERPA regulations.  

• The District will partner with the Wayne County Department of Health to host vaccination clinics to help make 
access to the vaccine more readily available for those individuals interested in receiving the vaccine.  The 
District will not facilitate students receiving the vaccine without the signed permission of their parent or legal 
guardian.  
 

 
 

TEACHING AND LEARNING: 
• During the 2021-2022 school year, the Lyons Central School District will provide in-person instruction for 

all students as a primary instructional modality.   
• Students with medical needs that would necessitate a fully virtual instructional model should complete the 

Application for Virtual Instruction located in Appendix B of this document.  Students who are approved to 
participate in fully Virtual Instruction will join the fully virtual school facilitated by Erie 1 BOCES.  The 
Lyons Central School District will still provide the student with a Chromebook and internet hotspot, if 
needed, however all instruction and grades will be provided through Erie 1 BOCES programs.  Information 
about the Erie 1 BOCES program is included as Appendix C of this document.  Any questions regarding this 
program should be directed to Jennifer DeVinney, Assistant Superintendent for Instruction at 
jdevinney@lyonscsd.org or by calling (315) 946-2200 x2109.  Meals will still be available for delivery for 
Lyons students that participate in this program.  Lyons CSD students who are in good academic standing in 
this fully virtual learning opportunity will still be eligible to participate in school sports and extracurriculars 
following the same rules as in-person learners.  

• For those students attending in-person instruction through the Lyons Central School District, students will 
be expected to attend school five days per week for a full day of instruction.  School start and end times are 
detailed below.  When an in-person student is placed on mandatory quarantine by the Department of 
Health, he or she will be provided with work by his or her classroom teacher(s).   

 
 
 

FACILITIES  
• Polycarbonate barriers WILL REMAIN in place at the front of each classroom. Staff may choose to move 

throughout the room according to their comfort level. However, staff may not remove the polycarbonate 
barriers.  

• Facilities will be cleaned and disinfected regularly.  

• Restrooms will continue to be assigned by grade levels. Staff should remind students of the appropriate 
restroom for their grade level. 

• Drinking fountains will remain closed. Students will be allowed to carry water bottles that can be refilled at 
the water bottle filling stations in each building.  
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CHILD NUTRITION  
• Meals will continue to be provided daily to all fully virtual learners and as needed for students who are 

mandated to quarantine by the Department of Health. 
• Seating charts will be maintained in all cafeterias to be used as needed for any contact tracing.  
• Cafeteria seating will be sanitized between uses.  

 
 
 
 

SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL WELL-BEING  
• As the district continues to support the return of all learners to in-person instruction, the District will 

continue to work with school counselors and counseling agencies to provide transitional support as needed.   

• The District may also engage students in social-emotional screening surveys.  Parents will be notified prior to 
administration of any screening survey.  

• Fully virtual learners enrolled in the Erie 1 BOCES program may still request and receive counseling services 
through Lyons CSD staff.  
 
 
 

 

TRANSPORTATION  
• Masks must be worn to fully cover the mouth and nose by all students and staff on school buses and in 

school vehicles.  

• Physical distancing is no longer required on school buses.    
• As educational enrichment opportunities arise, groups will be permitted to attend district approved field 

trips.  Any teacher that wishes to take a group of students on a field trip, shall make a formal request for such 
to the Superintendent.  The formal request shall include information regarding the location of the field trip 
as well as additional precautions that will be taken to ensure student and staff safety while on such field trip.  
No field trip shall be booked prior to receiving approval from the Superintendent.  Any group attending a 
field trip, shall take additional PPE and hand hygiene supplies for all students attending the trip.   

• All district transportation will continue to be cleaned and disinfected between each bus run.  
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL SCHEDULES  
The first day of school for all students is Thursday, September 9.  Start and end times are as follows:  

• Lyons Elementary School (Grades UPK-6): 7:30 am – 2:20 pm 

• Lyons Middle-High School (Grades 7-12): 8:15 am – 3:10 pm (Students attending a morning BOCES 
program should arrive at school by 7:45 and will be able to ride the elementary morning bus run). 
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EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES:  
• Any extracurricular activities approved for operation shall be required to follow all district practices for 

health and safety relative to COVID-19 procedures.  The district-approved advisor or contracted service 
provider shall assume responsibility for implementation of COVID-19 related procedures and protocols.  

• Any extracurricular activities, including programming for before and after school care, shall require the 
approval of the Superintendent of Schools to resume in-person operations.  Such requests for in-person 
operations shall include provisions for maintaining appropriate social distancing, respiratory and hand 
hygiene as well as plans for cohorting of students, when possible, to support contact tracing efforts.  

• Sports: The Lyons Central School District, along with the CDC and NYSED, recognize that school-sponsored 
sports and extracurricular activities provide students with enrichment opportunities that can help them to 
learn and achieve and support their social, emotional, and mental health.  To ensure the health and safety of 
students during these activities, the CDC recommends the following: 

o Due to increased exhalation that occurs during physical activity, some sports can put players, 
coaches, trainers, and others at increased risk for getting and spreading COVID-19. Close contact 
sports and indoor sports are particularly risky. Similar risks might exist for other extracurricular 
activities, such as band, choir, theater, and school clubs that meet indoors. Prevention strategies 
during these activities remain important.  

o At a minimum, students and adults should follow the same school-day policies and procedures 
during athletic and extracurricular activities.  

o Students should refrain from these activities when they have symptoms consistent with COVID-19 
and should be tested.  

o Daily screenings will be conducted for student athletes and students participating in extracurricular 
activities and other activities with elevated risk.  

o High-risk sports and extracurricular activities will be virtual or canceled in areas of high community 
transmission unless all participants are fully vaccinated.  The decision to cancel any such events will 
be made in conjunction with Section V Athletics, participating school districts and Wayne County 
Department of Health.  

o Spectators at school athletic events will be required to comply with all current masking and 
distancing requirements employed by the district.  

• Afterschool Programming:  
o Afterschool programming will be offered during the 2021-2022 school year through the L.Y.O.N.S. 

21st Century program.   
o Students and staff participating in programming will be required to comply with all current masking 

and distancing requirements employed by the district.   
o To the greatest extent possible, students in afterschool programming will be grouped by cohorts.  

Attendance will be closely kept and monitored for any necessary contact tracing efforts.   
o Program coordinators will work with the district transportation department to arrange 

transportation for students to and from programming.  
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CONTACT TRACING AND QUARANTINE 
• While the district will employ recommended layered protection methods to mitigate the spread of the 

Covid-19 virus, the district understands that there may be situations in which an individual who is 
confirmed positive for the Covid-19 virus has inadvertently exposed other individuals to the virus.  When 
this occurs, the Lyons Central School District will continue to cooperate fully with the Wayne County 
Department of Health to support all contact tracing efforts.   

• Following guidance from the Wayne County Department of Health, the district will notify those who have 
potentially been exposed to the virus of any Department of Health imposed quarantine requirements.   

• At the time of the development of this document, the CDC guidance defines a close contact as someone 
who was within 6 feet of an infected person for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour 
period.  In the K-12 indoor classroom setting, the close contact definition excludes students who were 
within 3 to 6 feet of an infected student if both the infected student and the exposed student(s) correct 
and consistently wore well-fitting masks the entire time.  This exclusion does not apply to teachers, staff, 
or other adults in the indoor classroom setting.  

• According to the CDC, people who are fully vaccinated do NOT need to quarantine after contact with 
someone who had Covid-19 unless they have symptoms.  However, fully vaccinated people should get 
tested 3-5 days after their exposure, even if they do not have symptoms, and wear a mask indoors for 14 
days following exposure or until their test result is negative.   

• Students who are placed on mandatory quarantine from the Department of Health will be provided with 
work for their regular classes.  
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APPENDIX A: What to do if a student bceomes sick or reports a new COVID-19 diagnosis at 
school 
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Appendix B: Application for Virtual Learning 

  Lyons Central School District 
  10 Clyde Road, Lyons, New York 14489 

  Phone: (315) 946-2200  Fax: (315) 946-2205 
  www.lyonscsd.org 
 

 

Application for Virtual Learning 
 
Student Name _________________________    Student Grade Level for the 2021-2022 School Year: ____________ 
Date of Birth ___________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Name: ______________________ Parent/Guardian Phone: _________________ 
 
After reviewing the Lyons Central School District’s 2021-2022 Reopening Plan, I hereby request to have my student enrolled in a fully 
virtual learning option provided through Erie 1 BOCES for the following reason (please check one): 
 

□ My student is in a high-risk category for COVID-19 and has been advised to participate in virtual learning by a physician.  
 

□ Other, Please describe: ____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

I understand that if my student is approved for Virtual Learning,  

• This placement will be for a full semester.  I will be asked to complete this form again for the second semester.  

• My student must maintain acceptable participation and meet attendance requirements established by the Erie 1 BOCES 
program.  

• The Lyons Central School District will evaluate academic and attendance progress each marking period as provided by the Erie 
1 BOCES program.  Students who fall behind in virtual learning may be required to participate in additional credit recovery or 
learning supports through the Lyons Central School District until the student returns to successful compliance with program 
requirements and expectations.   

• Failure to comply with all academic, attendance, and behavior guidelines established by the Erie 1 BOCES program may result 
in a student being returned to mandatory in-person learning at the Lyons Central School District.   

• I acknowledge that my student will have access to internet adequate for supporting daily virtual learning.  

• I agree that I will provide my student with a learning environment that is conducive to engagement in learning activities.   
• I agree that I will communicate regularly with my student’s teachers and school regarding any concerns that might arise.   

 
 

___________________________ 
Parent Signature                         Date 

 
 

 

For District Use 
Date Received:  ______________________  Approved  Not Approved 

 
______________________        ___________ 
Superintendent Signature                          Date 
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Appendix C: Erie 1 BOCES Virtual Learning Information 
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Appendix D: Mask Exemption Doctor Note 
 

  Lyons Central School District 
  10 Clyde Road, Lyons, New York 14489 

  Phone: (315) 946-2200  Fax: (315) 946-2205 
www.lyonscsd.org 

 
 

MASK EXEMPTION DOCTOR FORM 
 

Student Name _________________________   Date of Birth ___________________ 

 
 

Below to be completed by physician: 

Student Diagnosis Preventing Mask Wearing: ____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Based on the above diagnosis, it is in the best interest of the health and safety of ____________________ 
(student name) to not be required to wear a face mask while in school when it is not possible to maintain 

social distancing.  A clear face shield is/is not (circle one) and acceptable alternative for this student.   I have 
attached any additional information I feel is needed to support this recommendation. 

 
 
 

Based on the severity of this diagnosis,  it is in the best interest of the health and safety of this individual for 

___________________ (student name) to not return to in-person school.  I have attached any additional 

information I feel is needed to support this recommendation. 

 
 
 

_______________________ _______________________ _______________________ 
Physician Signature   Physician Printed Name  Physician Phone Number 

 
 

For School Use 

 Approved  Not Approved  Additional Information Requested 
 

_______________________ 
Donald Putnam, Superintendent 

mailto:dputnam@lyonscsd.org
mailto:elong@lyonscsd.org
mailto:lalexanian@lyonscsd.org
mailto:rschott@lyonscsd.org
http://www.lyonscsd.org/
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Appendix E: How to Protect Your Family from the COVID-19 Virus 
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